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On behalf of the Shandon 
Neighborhood Council I 
want to invite everyone to 
the annual neighborhood 
meeting on March 2, 2009, 
at 7:00 p.m. This year’s 
meeting will be held at the 

new auditorium in Hand Middle School. You 
may enter at the entrance on King Street.

Guest speakers will be Mayor Bob Coble, Police 
Chief Tandy Carter, and our new District 3 City 
Council Member, Dr. Belinda Gergel. Also, our 
at-large City Council members Tameika Isaac 
Devine and Daniel Rickenmann will be there, 
along with our state legislators, Senator John E. 
Courson, Representative James E. Smith, Jr., and 
Representative James H. Harrison. This is a great 
opportunity for everyone to hear, meet, and get 
to know our area representatives.

I would also like to invite everyone to attend the 
Hand Educational Foundation Gala, which ben-
efits the field by Hand Middle School. The field 
is a great asset to the Shandon neighborhood. 
The gala will be held Saturday February 21, 2009, 
from 7:00-10:00 p.m., at the new “701 Whaley 
Street” building, and will feature the Sugar Daddy 
Band. Tickets are $25 per person. 

Please visit our Shandon Neighborhood website 
at www.simplyshandon.org to check for updates 
and information.

As always, feel free to contact me if you should 
have any questions or concerns.

John Myrick  
jfmyrick@msn.com 
771-4848

Turket Trot
The 27th Annual Shandon 
Turkey Trot was a success! The 
neighborhood road race and 
walk took place on November 
22, 2008. This year we had 163 registered runners. 
The celebrity starter was Shandon resident and 
Columbia Mayor, Bob Coble. It was a very cold 
morning but it didn’t stop the runners, who 
enjoyed fruit, water, and donuts after the race. The 
winner of the t-shirt design contest was Charles 
Sophocleous, a student at A.C. Moore Elementary 
School. Many thanks to our gracious sponsors: 
Jimmy Sauls Allstate; Devine Street Association; 
David Hyatt/Midland Mortgage; Nexsen Pruet, 
LLC; Britton’s; Popowski, Callas & Shirley, P.A.; 
Palmetto Pediatric; and Devine Eyes.

Homes for the Holidays Tour
Thanks to the support of our local community, 
the Shandon/Hollywood-Rose Hill Home Tour 
was again a great success. Approximately 450 
people from all over the state turned out to tour 7 
homes and Hand Middle School. The event raised 
approximately $7,100, which will be donated to 
area schools (A.C. Moore, Rosewood, Hand, and 
Dreher) and other neighborhood projects. This 
event would not be possible without the generos-
ity of homeowners willing to open their houses to 
the community. A special thanks to our Shandon 
neighbors whose homes were on this year’s tour: 
April and Chris Dorsey, Anne Jenkins, Renee 
and Bob Kidd, and Michele and David Kingery. 
Also, thank you to Hand Middle School princi-
pal, Marisa Vickers, students, and parents, who 
were extraordinary hosts for the first stop of the 
tour. The committee would also like to thank our 
sponsors—Publix, Yesterday’s, and Representative 
James Smith—and everyone who came out to 
view some of the loveliest homes in Columbia.

Letter from the President
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Cool weather means it’s time 
for soup. Homemade soups 
are healthy, inexpensive, and 
satisfying. Try this one for lunch 
or as a first course at supper. 

 
 
 
 
 

Cook oil and curry powder in a large saucepan over medium 
heat, stirring until fragrant, 1 to 2 minutes. Add carrots, celery, 
and onion; toss to coat in oil. Cook, stirring frequently, for 10 
minutes. Add broth. Bring to boil. Reduce heat and simmer 
until vegetables are tender, about 10 minutes. Remove from 
heat and let stand for ten minutes.

Working in batches of 2 cups at a time, transfer the soup to a 
blender and puree. Return pureed soup to the pan and heat 
through over medium heat. Season with lemon juice, salt, and 
pepper.

Have a recipe to share? Contact Tina Cundari at tcundari@
sowell.com.

We are looking for a logo and slogan 
that embodies the spirit of Shandon! 

Contest Guidelines
Designs must be on white paper and on either 8.5 x 11” or 
11 x 14”. Electronic versions are preferred but not required.  
Submissions must be sent flat, with a rigid, cardboard cover 
for protection. The Shandon Neighborhood Council is not 
responsible for lost or damaged entries. Entries must include 
artist’s name, age, address, contact phone number and e-mail 
address. Entries must be received no later than February 28, 
2009. Late entries will not be considered. 

Send entries to: 
Shandon Logo Contest  
ATTN: Carla Moore  
2300 Wilmot Avenue  
Columbia, SC 29205  
Email: C-L-Moore@att.net 

Official Contest Rules
Eligibility
This contest is open to any Columbia, South Carolina, resident.

Entries
Entries become the property of Shandon Neighborhood 
Council and may be used in all media, including television, 
the Web, print and other neighborhood related uses or 
publications. No entry materials will be returned. By entering, 
entrant agrees to be bound by the contest rules. Deadline for 
receipt of entries is February 28. 2009. 

Determination and Voting
A panel of judges appointed by the Shandon Neighborhood 
Council will determine the winner at its Annual Meeting to 
be held March 2, 2009 at Hand Middle School. Entries will 
be judged on the creative merits of the logo. The Shandon 
Neighborhood Council reserves the right to edit text and crop 
images for posting on its website and in its programs. Winner’s 
design will be displayed in the Simply Shandon newsletter.

Curried  
Carrot S up

Shandon Neighborhood Logo Contest

Letter from a Neighbor
Dear neighbors,

Ours is the perfect neighborhood for people and animals who 
love to be outside. Because Shandon has lovely shade trees and 
sidewalks, everyone wants to walk, run, rollerblade, skateboard 
(another subject for another time), and sit on porches. And with 
our lovely weather, Columbians can be outside for at least ten 
months of the year.

But to venture onto Blossom Street often means that you are 
putting yourself in danger. I cannot sit on my porch on any 
day without wanting to call the police. People are careening 
up and down Blossom without any regard to the speed limit.  
This speeding happens at all times—day and night.

What can we do? Should we ask for speed bumps—“humps” 
as I have seen them called in other neighborhoods?  Should 
we impose yet more stop signs? A stop sign at the intersection 
of Blossom and King might help since drivers are already used 
to seeing them on every other corner. But that doesn’t solve 
the overall problem of speeding on Blossom Street.

As I write this, a motorcycle is speeding up Blossom Street 
from Five Points. Please, everyone, monitor your speed and 
ask everyone you know to do so!  

Sincerely,  
Ann Summer

•	 3	Tbs.	canola	oil 
•	 2	tsp.	curry	powder 
•	 8	medium	carrots,	peeled	 
 and thinly sliced 
•	 4	medium	stalks	of	celery,	 
 thinly sliced 

•	 1	medium	onion,	 
 coarsely chopped 
•	 5	cups	chicken	broth 
•	 1	Tbs.	lemon	juice 
•	 ½	tsp.	salt 
•	 Ground	pepper	to	taste
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Devine Street Association

Shop Local. Shop Devine Street.
www.DoorsofDevine.net

Kate Heald

803.920.7731

Massage/Bodywork Therapy License #1421

616 Holly Street 
Columbia, SC 29205

Massage Therapy
Feldenkrais®

Neighborhood Doctors Providing All
Your Vision & Eye Care Needs

(803) 376-4545
Fax (803) 254-2324

www.devineeyes.com

Dr. David J. Matthews, O.D.
Dr. Jeffrey S. Pockl, O.D.

2421 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Franklin
Jones

R E A L | T E A M

Office: 803.758.1669
Email: fjones@cbunited.com

w w w.TeamFrank lin.com

Neighborhood Business: 
Devine Eyes

Location:
2421 Devine Street

Phone:
376-4545

How long:
Current location since April 
2008. Previous location since 
May 2003.

Why Devine Street:
We think it is the best location in Columbia. Our neighbors like to 
support local businesses, and they appreciate the convenience. And 
we appreciate their business.

Employees:
6 total. 2 doctors, 2 optical specialists, and 2 technicians.

How it began:
Dr. Matthews and Dr. Pockl have been friends for years. They first 
met in optometry school almost 20 years ago. They wanted to open 
a neighborhood-based, full-service eye clinic and optical shop. After 
talking about it for years, the timing was finally right.

Services offered:
Annual eye exams and contact lens exams; evaluations for eye disease 
infections and injuries; LASIK evaluations and co-management; glasses 
and sunglasses.

Community involvement:
Provider Partners for Healthy Learners. Work with Devine Street Associa-
tion programs to support Epworth Children’s Home and Harvest Hope. 
Contribute products and services to silent auctions for many charities. 

Interesting facts:
We are providers for most medical and vision plans. You can use your 
flex-spending benefits for prescription eyewear and eye exams. We 
provide pre-operative and post-operative exams for refractive surgeries, 
including LASIK.

What’s special:
We appreciate our patients. We know they have a choice as to where 
to go. We are glad that they choose us, and we do everything we can 
to make sure that they continue to choose us.

Something you may not know:
Devine Eyes is a full service primary care eye clinic. We can provide 
and coordinate all of your eye and vision needs. If we do not offer a 
particular service, we work closely with and coordinate care with the 
appropriate specialist. We also have a fabulous selection of the most 
stylish eyeglasses, and our customer service is second-to-none. We use 
the best quality frames and lenses. Every person on staff takes pride in 
offering premium eyewear and eyecare.

Design Preservation/ 
Historic Designation
Just a reminder that the Shandon neighborhood is in Interim 
Measure status with the City of Columbia, and will be considering 
various options to protect neighborhood character. The Shandon 
Neighborhood Council welcomes your thoughts and suggestions 
along with any information you have about the history of the 
neighborhood and its residential structures. For more information, 
please contact Carla Moore at 779-0124 or C-L-Moore@att.net
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We’ve United!
Renee Culler

www.ReneeCuller.com, 206-6931, 
ReneeCuller@sc.rr.com

“My family and I thank you for your support and 
encouragement. I am honored to serve you in  

the SC House. Please do not hesitate to call me.”
803.933.9800 

Repsmith@JamesSmith.org • www.JamesSmith.org

Working Together
To Support Our Neighborhood
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Shandon Neighborhood Council
Tina Cundari, editor
tcundari@sowell.com
2807 Duncan Street
Columbia, SC 29205
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If you would like to submit an article for publication in the newsletter or if you would  
like to place an ad, please contact Tina Cundari at tcundari@sowell.com or 933.9793.

History Open House
The Shandon Neighborhood Council hosted the first Shandon History 
Day Open House on Sunday, November 9, at Emily Douglas Park. More 
than 40 neighbors attended the informative program presented by 
Warner Montgomery of The Columbia Star and John Sherrer of Historic 
Columbia Foundation. Photographs and artifacts were on display, as 
were the renderings for upcoming changes to Emily Douglas Park. A 
spring open house is being planned and will be announced soon.

Upcoming Meetings 
of the Shandon 

Neighborhood Council:
March 2, 7:00 pm,  

Hand Middle School
May 4, 7:00 pm,  

Emily Douglas Park
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