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Dear Neighbors:

Do you ever wonder, “How 
did I get here?” Not how did 
I get here on Earth (although 
you may wonder that too), but 
how did you get to a particular 
position in life? You can usually 
point to certain moments or 
events that led you to where 

you are, most of which you never expected, and 
somehow you landed exactly where you’re supposed 
to be. As I write my last letter to the neighborhood, 
I’m asking myself: How is it that I became president 
of the Shandon Neighborhood Council?

I got involved in the neighborhood in 2007  
when I received a copy of this very newsletter in 
the mail. There was an announcement saying that 
the neighborhood needed a new editor for the 
newsletter. I had no idea what being the newsletter 
editor involved, nor did I think it would lead to 
becoming a member of the neighborhood council 
and certainly not to becoming president of the 
council. I was simply looking for a way to contribute 
to the neighborhood, and the opportunity was right 
there in front of me. What I did not know at the time 
is how much I would learn and benefit along the way.

First, I have had the opportunity to work with an 
excellent neighborhood council. Each and every 
member of the neighborhood council, and those who 
have come and gone over the years, care deeply about 
this neighborhood. And I don’t just mean they care 
about property values. They care about the quality of 
life in Shandon and about preserving the beauty and 
desirability of the neighborhood for years to come.

Second, I have met so many wonderful people, 
including other neighbors, police officers, and local 
and state representatives. I do not know of any other 
place where police officers give out their cell phone 
numbers and really do call you back. Or where your 

City Council representative or state leader will call 
you at home to talk through a difficult issue, or will 
show up at an important meeting or press conference 
at a moment’s notice.

Third, I have developed a new appreciation for 
our local merchants. They have invested in this 
city and this area we call Shandon like no one else 
has, providing goods and services that make our 
lives better. They have been willing to support 
the neighborhood in whatever way they can and 
have changed the way I think about shopping and 
spending money. Shopping local is not a fad. It is 
“neighborhood” and “community” in action.

So when I think back over my tenure as president,  
I realize that I have received so much more than I 
have given, and for that I am grateful.

At the annual meeting in March, Carla Moore will 
become president of the Shandon Neighborhood 
Council. I am looking forward to that day. Not 
because I’m looking forward to giving up this 
position (well, maybe a little), but because Carla will 
be such a great neighborhood president. We have 
already benefited so much from her leadership.

It has been an honor to serve as the president of the 
Shandon Neighborhood Council.

I wish you joy and good health in 2012.

Sincerely,

Tina Cundari  
President, Shandon Neighborhood Council

Check out the new Shandon website! Go to www.
shandonneighborhood.com.

The Shandon Neighborhood Council will be 
proposing amendments to the neighborhood council 
bylaws. Check out the proposed amendments at 
www.shandonneighborhood.com. There will be 
a neighborhood vote at the annual meeting on 
March 12. (For meeting details, see back page.)

Letter from the President

Make your plans now for the 30th Anniversary  
of St. Pat’s in Five Points!  8am - 10th Anniversary of the Get to the Green 5K 

race (the largest in the midlands!) Register now and save!
 10am - Chick-fil-A Parade - 1 mile of viewing down 

Devine St. - Register now to save your spot in the lineup!
 11am – 6pm - Free Wells Fargo Children’s 

Carnival in MLK Park
 12pm – 6pm - Live music on 5 stages - local, regional 

and national talent
For more info, visit http://www.stpats5points.com.

On Saturday March 17th, 2012, the Five Points 
neighborhood will turn Gaelic and green in 
celebration of all things St. Pat’s. Bands are being 
booked now and will be announced in late January. 
Tickets will go on sale on February 1 in Five Points 
businesses, so be sure to visit your local shops to 
save some money. March 2nd - Calling all little 
leprechauns! Help dye the fountain green. 5–7pm
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Sims Park  
Events Calendar

Sims Park 3500 Duncan Street, 733-8451

After School Program
Monday – Friday  
2:30pm – 6:00pm  
$25.00 per week per child  
Ages 6–12
Homework assistance, arts and crafts, 
organized games and activities, all in  
a safe and friendly environment.

Black History Trivia
January 13, 2012  
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Test your Black History knowledge!

Valentine’s Day  
Card Contest
February 14, 2012  
4:00pm – 5:00pm  
Ages 6–12
Show your sweet and creative side.  
Prizes will be awarded!

St. Patrick’s Day Social
March 15, 2012  
4:00pm – 5:00pm  
Ages 6–12  
No Cost
Drop in to learn some Irish history while 
enjoying green punch and cookies!

 Thank you to eagle Scout Connor  
   Paschal and Troop 8 for doing  

a project to improve Sims Park. They 
refurbished the picnic tables, planted a new 
flower bed at the corner of Duncan and 
Edward Court and did general clean-up in 
Sims Park. Thanks for all your hard work!!

 
Please pick up after your pets while 
walking/running in our beautiful 

neighborhood - it is not only required 
by city ordinance, but it helps keep our 
neighborhood beautiful, which includes 
not dropping your plastic bags of poop in 
others’ yard trash - that is quite unsightly, 
so please be polite and don’t do it!

Jimmy Sauls, MBA 
Agency Principal 
Jimmy Sauls Agency

Allstate Insurance Company 
2906 Devine Street 
Columbia, SC 29205

Phone 803-252-6091 
Fax 803-252-7491 
Toll Free 866-244-6440 
jimmysauls@allstate.com

www.allstate.com/JimmySauls
24-Hour 

Customer Service

Mary Lane SLoan
reaLTor®

email - MLSloan@PrudentialMidlands.com 
Office - 803.409.0873 
Mobile - 803.960.2350 
Fax - 803.409.0832 Midlands Real Estate

Community Crime Prevention Involvement
By Chief Randy Scott

When Columbia Police Officer Alex Broder was shot while on patrol on Wilmot Avenue this year, 
the Shandon community rallied behind him. They decided to help other officers survive as Broder 
did. The neighborhood raised funds to buy bulletproof vests for fellow officers. You cannot put 
a price tag on such an act of kindness.

When criminals were breaking into homes in the community, Shandon residents called police 
immediately, which led to several arrests of suspects. On a regular basis, they also utilize the non-
emergency dispatch phone number to report crimes. Shandon neighbors are taking appropriate 
measures by reaching out to crime prevention officers to learn how to safeguard their valuables.  
In addition to CPD’s regular patrols, they are the eyes and ears of their neighborhoods.

Such initiatives should have a ripple effect across the City of Columbia with additional communities 
following your lead. Residents have proven time and time again that they are the pulse of their 
respective communities.

Shandon neighbors are connected with each other and the Columbia Police Department through 
the use of social media. Not only do they monitor the department’s Facebook page, they leave 
comments and suggestions to aid our community policing efforts.

The bottom line is simple: The Shandon community is resilient. Your community is a perfect 
example for other Columbia neighborhoods to follow. The residents of this community 
continually demonstrate that they are committed to maintaining a good quality of life for 
their families, neighbors, and friends. You are the perfect example of proactive community 
involvement. The Columbia Police Department applauds such efforts, as they have aided our 
mission to deter crime and the fear of crime.

I would like to express the department’s sincere thanks to the Shandon neighborhood for all 
that you do!

The 30th Annual Shandon Turkey Trot:  
A Neighborhood Success!

To everyone who volunteered or participated in the 2011 Shandon Turkey Trot: Thank you! 
The neighborhood road race and walk, held on November 19, 2011, was a tremendous success 
with record turnout because of your efforts.

Our Richland County Councilman, Seth Rose, served as our race starter. It was a cold morning 
but it didn’t stop the runners, who enjoyed donuts, fruit, bottled water donated by Perry Lancaster 
with Brittons, and coffee donated by the Starbucks in Five Points.

Many thanks to our generous sponsors: Allstate – Jimmy Sauls Agency; 1x1 Design, Inc.; 
Abacus Planning Group; Andy’s Deli; Anytime Fitness – Devine Street; Brittons of Columbia; 
Communication Management, Inc.; Devine Eyes; Devine Street Association; Dr. Kris O’Neill –  
Cosmetic & Family Dentistry; El Burrito; Gudmundson and Buyck Jewelers; The Hand Educational 
Foundation; Home Advantage Realty; K.D.’s Treehouse; Nexsen Pruet, LLC; No Cry Babies Design 
Studios; Palmetto Citizens Federal Credit Union; Pupcakes Pet Boutique; Riley Pope & Laney, LLC; 
Rosewood Market; The Shop Tart; Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC; and Starbucks – Five Points.

A very special thanks to our race directors, Shandon Neighborhood Council members Tushar 
Chikhliker and Charles Appleby, and to Michael Bise, Shandon resident and graphic designer, 
for donating his time and talents to again design this year’s T-shirt for the third year in a row!
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2911 Devine Street 
Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 748-0198 
(803) 748-0185 FAX

Tues thru Fri – 10ish to 6ish 
Sat – 10ish to 5ish

www.kdstreehouse.com 
kdstreehouse@yahoo.com

Thank you for your supporT
If I can ever be of assistance,  

please do not hesitate to contact me:
Post Office Box 50333 • Columbia, SC 29205  

James@JamesSmith.com • 803-933-9800

Paid for by James Smith for the House

South Carolina must position herself where the puck is going to be. As a 
native South Carolinian, the closest I ever got to hockey was playing street 
hockey with friends at the old basketball court in Hollywood Park, but 
I think we all understand the wisdom of Gretzky’s quote. Whether by a 
state or federal renewable portfolio standard or an aspirational renewable 
energy goal, as South Carolinians the day is coming where a growing 
portion of our power will be from renewable sources. We will either buy 
energy from renewable sources generated outside SC and support jobs in 
other states, or SC will move to where the puck is going to be by ensuring 
a competitive environment for solar power and thereby attract our share 
of the $15 billion dollar industry.

Our neighbor to the north, North Carolina provides a great example of 
what a State can do listening to the wisdom of Mr. Gretzky as applicable 
to the solar industry. NC has provided for a Renewable Energy Portfolio 
Standard and a competitive tax structure for solar energy development. As a 
result, NC now has 247 solar install companies and 59 solar manufacturers. 
Among those companies is Argand Energy www.ArgandEnergy.com, which 
closed its operations previously located here in Columbia and moved 
to NC where they have been recently named #8 of the Charlotte “Fast 50,” 
the fastest growing companies in the region. In 2009, renewable energy and 
energy efficiency companies in NC reached $3.5 billion in revenue and 
accounted for 10,250 jobs. Yet, NC gets less solar irradiance than SC, and 
still NC gets 43% more output per megawatt installed than Berlin, Germany, 
which is the world leader in solar installs. It is past time that SC position 
herself to keep and attract companies like Argand and keep those jobs here.

Over the past year, I worked to draft, introduce and pass the House 
legislation that would make South Carolina more competitive in the solar 
market for businesses and residents. H3346, currently pending in the Senate, 
would simply place SC on equal footing with our neighbors to the north 
and south. (For full text of H3346, visit http://www.scstatehouse.gov and  
search Bill Number 3346.) In our laser fast moving globalized world, it is not 
just about competing in our region—China has invested more than three 

times the $15 billion total US Solar industry in its pursuit of solar power 
dominance. United Arab Emirates, home to 8% of proven global crude 
oil reserves, one of the 10 largest oil companies in the world, and enough 
hydrocarbon reserves at current production levels to last 100 years, has 
invested $20 billion in Masdar City (www.Masdar.ae). UAE understands the 
power of energy independence despite its huge fossil fuel resources. SC and 
our Nation must move to a diverse and decentralized power base, increasing 
our energy independence from foreign fossil fuel and strengthening our 
Nation. Passage of H3346 gives SC the chance to compete against our 
neighbors and play an important role in US energy independence.

To find out more, check out the Solar Business Alliance www.
SolarBusinessAlliance.com. This is one of the many efforts I plan to 
continue to support, along with public education, access to quality 
healthcare, and economic development in South Carolina. I am  
grateful for the privilege to serve you in the South Carolina House  
of Representatives and I will continue to work hard each day to merit 
your trust. I can be reached directly by email James@JamesSmith.com, 
phone 803-933-9800, or the web www.JamesSmith.com.

My very best to you and yours for a happy, healthy, prosperous and 
peaceful 2012.

US energy Independence and SC Solar Job Creation
By Representative James Smith, SC House District 72

“A good hockey player plays where the puck is. A great hockey player plays where the puck is going to be.” –Wayne Gretzky

Cauliflower Soup
Thank you to Georgia Anna Mitchell for this  
delicious winter soup recipe! (Serves 4 to 6)
•	 2	ounces	bacon	(about	3	slices),	chopped
•	 1	cup	chopped	onion
•	 ¾	cup	chopped	celery,	(leaves	may	be	

chopped and used as garnish)
•	 2	garlic	cloves,	chopped
•	 8	cups	1-inch	pieces	cauliflower
•	 4	cups	(or	more)	low-salt	chicken	broth
•	 1	¾-inch	cube	Pecorino	Romano	cheese,	

plus additional cheese shavings for garnish
•	 ½	cup	whipping	cream
•	 Black	or	white	truffle	oil	for	garnish

Sauté bacon in heavy large saucepan over medium 
heat until golden brown and some fat renders. Add 
onion, celery, and garlic. Cover and cook until 
vegetables are soft, stirring occasionally, about 
five	minutes.	Add	cauliflower,	chicken	broth,	and	
cheese cube. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low, 
cover	and	simmer	until	cauliflower	is	tender,	about	
20 minutes. Let cool about 15 minutes.
Purée soup in batches in blender or processor. 
(If using blender, be careful not to overfill the 
container, as the hot liquid may spatter and burn 
you). Return to same pan. Add cream and bring 
soup to simmer. If too thick, thin with additional 
chicken broth. Season to taste with salt and pepper.

Ladle soup into bowls. Sprinkle with cheese and 
chopped	celery	leaves.	Drizzle	with	truffle	oil.

If you have a recipe you would like to share,  
please contact Julie Ruff at jlruff@sc.rr.com.
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Shandon neighborhood Council
Julie Ruff, Editor
3330 Wheat Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Enough plastic bottles  
  are thrown away in  

    the U.S. each year to  
     circle the Earth 4 times!  

     reCyCle!

2012 Meetings of the Shandon Neighborhood Council: Meetings are held the second Monday of every other month and 
begin at 6:15 pm.  January 9 at Emily Douglas Park • March 12 (Annual Meeting) at Wesley Memorial United Methodist 
Church (located at Queen and Heyward) • May 14 at Sims Park • July 9 at Emily Douglas Park • September 10 at Sims Park  
November 12 at Emily Douglas Park

If you would like to submit an article to the newsletter or purchase an ad, please contact Julie Ruff at jlruff@sc.rr.com or call 256-9639.

Valentine’s  Day Fun Facts!
There are various theories on the origin of Valentine’s Day, but the most popular dates back to the 
time of the Roman Empire during the reign of Claudius II, 270 AD. Claudius didn’t want men to 
marry during wartime because he believed single men made better soldiers. Bishop Valentine went 
against his wishes and performed secret wedding ceremonies. For this, Valentine was jailed and then 
executed by order of the Emperor on February 14. While in jail, he wrote a love note to the jailer’s 
daughter signing it, “From your Valentine.”

♥ The ancient Romans celebrated the Feast of Lupercalia on February 14th in honor of Juno, the 
queen of the Roman gods and goddesses. Juno was also the goddess of women and marriage.

♥ Many believe the “X” symbol became synonymous with the kiss in medieval times. People who 
couldn’t write their names signed in front of a witness with an “X.” The “X” was then kissed to show 
their sincerity.

♥ In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from a bowl to see who would be their 
Valentine. They would wear this name pinned onto their sleeves for one week for everyone to see. 
This was the origin of the expression “to wear your heart on your sleeve.”

♥ In 1537, England’s King Henry VII officially declared February 14th the holiday of St. Valentine’s Day.

♥ Casanova, well known as “The World’s Greatest Lover,” ate chocolate to make him virile.

♥	 The	red	rose	was	the	favorite	flower	of	Venus,	the	Roman	goddess	of	love.

♥	 Red	roses	are	considered	the	flower	of	love	because	the	color	red	stands	for	strong	romantic	feelings.

♥ 189 million stems of roses are sold in the U.S. on Valentine’s Day.

♥ Approximately 110 million roses, mostly red, will be sold and delivered within the three-day 
Valentine’s Day time period.

Chocolate 
Truffles

Recipe by Mary Greene

•	1	cup	Whipping	Cream
•	4	T.	Unsalted	Butter
•	2	Cups	Chocolate	Chips
•	2	tsps.	Flavoring	or	liquor

Place whipping cream and butter 
in a saucepan over medium high 
heat and bring to a full boil. Stir, 
and bring to a second boil. Remove 
from stove and add chocolate 
chips. Stir until completely melted 
and	smooth.	Add	desired	flavoring.	
Pour into pan lined with wax 
paper. Refrigerate overnight to let 
set. Using a small cookie scoop or 
tablespoon, roll into balls. Roll in 
crushed nuts, cocoa, coconut or 
other desired toppings.
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